Improving Mandated Recycling in 

Pennsylvania Public Schools

By:  Green Council of Lower Merion School District to be developed and implemented with State Representative Michael Gerber, (D-148th)

This proposal is based around Pennsylvania’s “Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, July 1988.”  This act mandates recycling in larger municipalities, requires counties to develop municipal waste management plans, and provides grants to offset expenses.  Assuming that enforcement of the above-mentioned act is not taking place, The Green Council of LMSD (GC of LMSD) would like to pilot a program within the Lower Merion School District with State Representative Michael Gerber to meet the goals of the Act.  Specifically, the GC of LMSD would aim to accomplish the goals of:
1) Reducing municipal waste generation (MSW) 
2) Recycling at least 25% of waste generated 

3) Procuring and using recycled and recyclable materials
Once the pilot is successfully implemented, the GC of LMSD would work with State Rep. Gerber to implement the program within the public school districts of Legislative District 148, then the public school districts throughout Southeastern Pennsylvania, and eventually all 501 public school districts throughout the state.  Meeting this goal would lay the foundation for the program to be adopted by municipalities and counties throughout the Commonwealth with the end goal being meeting the mandated requirements of the MWPRWR Act, July 1988.
Following is the action plan that will achieve the goals listed above.

STEP 1 – DESIGN AND IMPLEMENT THE PILOT PROGRAM LOCALLY:  The GC of LMSD will attain records of the refuse shipped from its buildings to establish a baseline.  The GC will then design and implement a program throughout LMSD aimed at reducing MSW, recycling at least 25% of its MSW, and establishing a program for using recycled and recyclable materials.

TIMELINE:  1 year

STEP 2 – IMPLEMENT THE PROGRAM THROUGHOUT THE 148TH:  State Rep. Gerber will make contact with public school districts within Legislative District 148 and urge them to adopt the methods piloted by LMSD.  Funding sources will be sought, as needed, by the SD’s in District 148, according to the provisions of Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act, July 1988.  LMSD will provide information regarding design and implementation to any and all SD’s, as needed.  

TIMELINE:  2 years

STEP 3a – LAY THE GROUNDWORK IN SOUTHEASTERN PA:   State Rep. Gerber will contact his colleagues in the surrounding legislative districts—both Legislative and Senatorial--in Southeastern PA and enlist them to implement the program the 148th is employing.
TIMELINE:  6 months

STEP 3b – IMPLEMENT THE PROGRAM THROUGHOUT SOUTHEASTERN PA:
TIMELINE:  2 years
STEP 4a – LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR ELSEWHERE IN PA:

TIMELINE:  1 year

STEP 4b – IMPLEMENT THE PROGRAM THROUGHOUT PA:

TIMELINE:  3.5 years
